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On Electronic Discussion in an Electronic Democratic Government
based on a New Analytic Framework for Electronic Democracy
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Abstract

The research is to construct a new analytic framework for "electronic democracy", and to examine
the characteristic, purpose, problem, and possibility of "electronic discussion™" within the framework.

We define "democracy" as a kind of group decision-making process, which can be divided into three
steps, and “Electronic technology” as six characteristics. To examine these relations, we propose a new
analytic framework, ‘Three-Step Process of the Electronic Democracy’, which consists of information
disclosure, electronic discussion, and electronic voting.

Our examination of "electronic discussion" reveals that a development of discussion "support"
systems is necessary for growth of "electronic democratic government." Other key factor found
indispensable to the "government" is "a participants' ability".

Keyword: Electronic Democracy, Electronic Discussion, Group Decision Making, Discussion System,

Discussion Ability
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